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Thanks to hard work of the Library’s CEQ, staff
and community, the
Picton Renewal
Project is moving "
ahead. Doubling the |
size of the Branch
will add capabili-
ties for the whole
County.

All three Board Committees have been working
hard in their governance roles. Our Governance
Committee reviewed policies for Ontario’s Public
Libraries Act adding terms of reference for a new
fundraising subcommittee.

Our Finance Committee verified the finan-
cial strength of the Library (statements on the
website). The Committee monitors funds avail-
able versus funds spent for the Picton Project.
The project estimate is $1.5 million. Bequests,
donations, County contributions total
$0.9 million with an achievable fundraising
target.

Our Service Excellence Committee re-
viewed specific design requirements for the Pic-
ton branch. We consulted you in public sessions
to determine your wishes for the Picton Project.
We presented plans to Council on December 5
with a capital request. Council voted enthusiasti-
cally to build your new gathering place.

Library Board Chair John Ambrose

2017 By the Numbers

+ 182 254 total circulation (2016: 180,952)
+ 3,133 new items added (2016: 4,878)

+ 14,942 people attended events. (2016: 11,213)

* Interlibrary: Loaned 6,355, borrowed 5,796
(2016: Loaned 4,963 and borrowed 5,308)

* 1,229 hours of volunteer work
(2016: 1,178)
+« 1134 new members

In 2017, Library staff outdid themselves in their
efforts to ensure every com- ;
munity member had access
to a vast array of ideas and
resources.

We:

+ Celebrated Canadian
literature with 150+
people at the County
Reads in April
Welcomed Gwynne Dyer who addressed a
crowd of 150+ people in May
Hosted a diverse range of programs - from
knitting to social media to French to how plants
change history - for patrons of all ages
Identified - with your help - how more flexible
space, new technologies and an expanded
collection, the Picton Library Expansion will
benefit PEC residents, businesses and visitors.

In 1831, PEC community members created
one of the first reading rooms in Ontario. In 1907,
people collaborated to ensure a free Camegie
Library would be built in Picton. In 2018 and 2019
individuals, groups and partners will come togeth-
er in support of the Picton Library Expansion be-
cause it's TIME TO RENEW. On behalf of the PEC
Library, | would like to thank our board members
and volunteers, employees and most importantly,
our patrons for another fulfilling year in providing
library service in Prince Edward County.
CEO Barbara Sweet
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Programs for everyone

Early Literacy and Early Leaming
102 programs, 1,244 attendees

“This year we added several Starling
Devices. Think of them like a Fitbit for
words. They count each word your child
hears and encourage you to use a varied,
rich vocabulary with your child from birth!”
Whitney Shantz

Summer Reading )

34 programs,

252 attendees
“For summer read-
ing we traveled
across Canada
without leaving
home through the
TD Summer Read-
ing Program. Our
Escape Rooms
were popular with
all ages.”

Whitney Shantz

Homework Help
20 programs, 50 atteendees

Children

Dedicated volunteers provide one-on-one
homework help.

Class Visits
96 programs, 2,768 attendees

We welcome classes from any school in Prince
Edward County and we travel to visit those who
can’t come to us. Volunteer Diane Lavender is
key to our successful visits in Wellington and
we appreciate her dedication tremendously.
Class visits introduce children to the public
library.

Makerspace & Digital Media
96 programs, 916 attendees

“Seeing people of all ages
interacting and inspiring
each other with the tools
available in our Makerspace
is so rewarding. | love seeing
how so many people of all

ages and backgrounds can m
be brought together through  Mimetics Canada led
creative technologies in our  robotics classes
Makerspace programs!”

Julie Lane-Yntema
Teens

52 programs, 96 attendees

“Our longest running teen
program, the Liam Garett
Memorial Teen Art Show,
returned in a new form this
year during Ontario Public
Library Week.”

Whitney Shantz

ot Wiy

“Little Bits” introduced
coding to children

Books, DVDs & More for
Children

“We continue to build our
collection for children and
youth. Our increased focus
on children’s programs in
Wellington, combined with
refreshing the collections of
children’s books, led to an
increase in our circulation of
books.We added new audio-

books called “Playaways” “Touch a Truck” brought
which do not require a a number of large

device to play, and added to  vehicles for children to
our French collection.” explore and learn about.
Liz Zylstra

Total Children & Youth Programs:
490 programs, 6,979 attendees
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