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Our Discussion Today

• Picton library today

• Libraries reimagined

• Considerations and Next Steps

OVERVIEW PRESENTATION



Picton Library through time 

Picton Library - 1910Picton Library - 1908 Picton Library - Date unknown

Picton Library - Today



Libraries of Today
Reading and Entertainment Life and Learning Art ,Galleries and Community



Carnegie libraries in the USA

Map of Carnegie libraries location in the USA



Carnegie libraries in Canada

CANADA

USA Picton
LibraryMap of Carnegie library locations in Canada 



Prince Edward County Public Libraries



Picton Library

Picton
Harbour

Picton Library Today

A physical/historic 
focal point of the town



Picton Library Today

A distinct locale and setting 
in the Main streetscape



A community Focal Point

Circulation/year

88,000 (2016)
Titles and references

37,997 (2016)
Program attendance

11,213 (2016)
Board Members

9

WELLINGTON
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PICTON
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MILFORD
4%

AMEL
6%

CIRCULATION BY BRANCH (2016)

Picton Branch Circulation decreased by 6% from 2015
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CIRCULATION BY USE (2015)



Carnegie comes to Picton

1908



A Need for Reinvestment

Limited office space Programs conflict ‐Multi purpose space and public computers 

Library standards  Programs conflict ‐Makersspace/meeting room/IT training room/Teen room



A Need for Reinvestment

No Children Program Room ‐ Conflict of programs

Limited computer access 

Insufficient storage space

Limited common space for events



A Need for Reinvestment

Poor physical condition of 
exterior/heritage building 
and interior facilities



An opportunity to reimagine



Libraries reimagined

LIBRARIES RE-IMAGINED

Bloor/Gladstone Library, Toronto Public Library

Bloor/Gladstone Library, 1913



Fundamental Evolution

Library of Congress, Washington, DC



Libraries as resource centres

Lillian H. Smith Children's Library, Toronto

This site features stories about the Lillian H. 
Smith Branch of the Toronto Public Library, 
about the Boys and Girls House and 
surrounding area, about the people, about the 
building and the collections it houses, and 
about how we all fit into the community.



Libraries as environmental leaders and 
community living rooms
Whistler Public Library, BC
First LEED Gold certified library in Canada

Whistler, BC



Libraries as community builders

Midland Library Midland Cultural Centre

Midland Downtown Vision ‐ Urban Strategies

Cultural Centre

Midland Library

Potential 
Educational 
Institution



Libraries as community builders

Orillia Library



Libraries as community builders

Orillia Tomorrow Strategic Master Plan ‐ Urban Strategies

Orillia Library



Libraries as community hubs

Stratford Library

Potential
Future

Community 
Hub

Stratford, Ontario



Libraries as community hubs

Showcase low‐carbon technologies: Ontario’s 
heritage properties are excellent platforms to 
showcase low‐carbon technology to the public 
and are among the most challenging structures to 
retrofit. Retrofitting heritage buildings with 
lowcarbon energy systems and high‐eficiency
materials provides the double benefit of 
showcasing to the public the uses and advantages 
of this technology, and preserving these important 
building



Potential Community Hub Components

Experimental
Theatre Space

Autonomous 
Vehicle and 
Emerging 
Tech Facility

Server Facility/
Data Centre

Renewable 
Energy

Grand Trunk Community Hub Stratford, Ontario



Libraries as incubators, inspiration and 
innovation

Hespeler Carnegie Library (Idea Exchange), Cambridge, ON



Libraries as incubators, inspiration and 
innovation

Idea Exchange, Cambridge, ON



Libraries as incubators, inspiration and 
innovation

Grainger Engineering Library

Tel Aviv library makes room for tech startupsToronto Public Library Website



Libraries as incubators, inspiration and 
innovation



Libraries forging new partnerships

Centre for Green Cities‐Evergreen Brickworks 
It incorporates a welcome centre, retail and amenity space, 
administrative offices, and workspace for the programme
partners.

299 Campbell Ave. Development
Private development with public library 
partnership

The Cooper Koo Family YMCA 
Developed in partnership with 
Waterfront Toronto, Infrastructure 
Ontario, and the Province of 
Ontario, this Centre of Community 
provides programs and services 
designed to support healthy living 
for people of all ages and abilities.



O
akville C

ultural H
ub B

lock Exercise

CONSIDERATIONS AND NEXT STEPSCONSIDERATIONS AND NEXT STEPS



Defining the opportunity (and vision)

Alexandra Park Revitalization‐
Urban Strategies

Stratford Consultation

Peterborough Youth 
Engagement Session

Niagara on the Lake ‐ World Urban Planning Day

Saint John Official Plan ‐ community engagement



Kitchen Table Kits

Open Houses and 
Roundtables

Online Feedback

Talking Wall

Defining the opportunity (and vision)



Grand Trunk Community Hub VisionDefining Partnerships

Stratford Library
BIA
Active Adults Centre
Kiwanis Club 
The Stratford Festival
Arts and Culture Collaborative
Heritage Society
School Boards
Private investors



Defining funding and resources

Grand Trunk site Today Stratford with Potential Future Community Hub



Defining funding and resources

Oakville Cultural Hub Components ‐ Urban Strategies



Defining funding and resources

Oakville Cultural Hub Introduction of Kit of Parts‐ Urban Strategies/Ward99

Performing Arts Centre+Gallery Library



Defining funding and resources

Oakville Cultural Hub Consultation and Kit of Parts Exercise ‐ Urban Strategies



Defining funding and resources

Oakville Cultural Hub Vision ‐ Urban Strategies

Library

PAC+Gallery

New Open Space



Considerations

• Define the Larger Potential/Longer term Vision: a tool 
for fund raising, phasing and building community 
stewardship

Identify Partnerships – likely and new

Build your constituency – stewardship for the project

Align the success of the reimagined Library with the     
prosperity and sustainability of Picton

Identify the challenges to achieving your Vision and 
discuss strategies to overcome these



Libraries and Partnership 

Industry partners that are involved with the proposal including MFX Partners, Blackberry, 
Desire2Learn, Christie Digital, Treehaus, Grey, Artbarn Media, OpenText, Kik and Agfa.

Partnership- uWaterloo School of Architecture


